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Introduction & Background 

The Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site is recognised for the 
outstanding survival of mining landscapes from the nominal period 1700-1914, when large-
scale non-ferrous mining and related technological improvements made a key contribution to 
the development of a globalised industrial society.  

These technological innovations, plus a mining workforce skilled in using them, were in 
demand across the globe. For Cornwall, it is estimated that between 1815 and 1915 up to 
500,000 workers sought employment elsewhere with about half of these understood to have 
migrated within the UK. Whilst the migrant Cornish have received significant academic study 
in the international sphere, addressing disparate sites such as Ireland, Spain, Mexico, South 
Africa and South Australia amongst others, much less is known of mining related migration 
from Cornwall and Devon within Britain. 

The metals mined in Cornwall and west Devon made an essential contribution to the 
progress of the Industrial Revolution and local mineworkers and their technology were 
exported throughout the UK and Ireland and, in many instances, formed distinctive industrial 
communities. The legacy of which is found both in the rich industrial archaeological remains 
and in the tens of thousands of people of Cornish and west Devon descent still living today 
in many former industrial districts throughout Britain. 

At sites where mines were managed by Cornish or Devon mine ‘Captains’ (mine managers) 
these were often staffed by other mineworkers from Cornwall and Devon as these Captains 
tended to rely on the familiarity and perceived dependability of skilled labour from ‘home’, 
when they could. In some instances, mineworkers are recorded as being ‘head-hunted’ from 
mines in Cornwall where the Captains had themselves previously worked or had other 
associations. This predilection served to establish a degree of familiarity with migration 
amongst Cornish mining communities. In time networks of migration could be established 
whereby mineworkers having relocated to work at a particular mine or locality would return 
home to Cornwall, before travelling on to a different destination either at other mining fields 
in Britain or overseas. 

Previous Research 

In 2018 the World Heritage Site Office instigated a limited programme of research to 
address the migration of local mineworkers across Britain in response to a need to increase 
community engagement and cultural tourism. For that study the genealogist and researcher 
Stephen Colwill was commissioned to undertake targeted research to address the localities 
to be visited by Golden Tree Productions’ ‘Man Engine’ mechanical puppet, during its 
performance tour of Wales and England.  

An assessment of the Cornish mining migration literature published to date reveals this to be 
especially rich with a wealth of works available by prominent academics, including Todd, 
Rowse, Dawe, Payton and Schwartz, covering migrant destinations as diverse as Mexico, 
North America, South Africa, South Australia and Latin America. This is in addition to the 
numerous academic papers now available online which focus on specific sites or mines and 
Australia has received much attention in this regard. This situation is in marked contrast with 
the attention applied to Cornish mining-related migration in Britain, which has been hitherto 
under-studied. Useful exceptions to this prior to the 2018 study, however, include Schwartz’s 
Mining a Shared Heritage: Harnessing the Potential of Cornish Transnationalism, which 
examined a number of migrant sites in Britain as part of a research programme 
commissioned by the World Heritage Site Office in 2006-2008, and Deacon’s A Forgotten 
Migration Stream: The Cornish Movement to England and Wales in the Nineteenth Century 
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(Cornish Studies 6, 1998). Baines’ Migration in a Mature Economy: emigration and internal 
migration in England and Wales, 1861-1900 (1985), contrastingly, provides estimates for net 
migration flows from each county of England and Wales, and for each decade over the study 
period, for both internal migration and emigration. 

This study builds upon the 2018 research and looks in greater detail at a broader range of 
migration sites in Britain to enable a more comprehensive overview of Cornish/west Devon 
mining-related migration overall. The research is limited to mainland Britain and the Isle of 
Man in this instance, as archive records are readily available covering these territories. The 
island of Ireland experienced significant mining related migration also during the nineteenth 
century, but this will be considered for a potential future study due to the scale of the task. 
The research is not intended primarily as a comparative study of internal migration flows, 
i.e., between areas or localities beyond Cornwall and west Devon, but rather as a means of
capturing the details of as many sites and individuals as possible with proven mining-related
migration links to Cornwall and west Devon. The details of individuals have been recorded
from a variety of archive sources, primarily using Census Returns, Parish Registers, Civil
Registration records, and archive newspapers.

Pilot Project 

Initially it was intended to concentrate the research on specific sites known to have a strong 
Cornish Mining influence. This would (for the first time), record and preserve the details of 
every individual engaged in any mining activity, including full information on parish of origin, 
spouse’s and children’s details, current residence and previous location(s). Most of the 
information gathered from the Census and often further informed through parish records. 

To this end an Access database was created which would enable later cross referencing and 
detailed searches to be made on any recorded aspect of an individual. This would obviously 
allow careful analysis to reveal geographical migration patterns, age profiles, marital status 
as well as the exact nature of the mining activity in a number of very specific localities. 

The mining district selected was the fairly isolated parish of Caldbeck in Cumberland (now 
Cumbria). The parish has a somewhat scattered population across a number of small 
settlements, hamlets and farmsteads and there were a number of small lead and copper 
mines active within the parish. It was considered that the Cornish born population residing in 
the parish from 1851-1881, was large enough to fully test the proposed methodology and 
parameters of the database without being overly cumbersome for a “test run”. 

The Pilot database permitted individuals to be entered using the following criteria: 

Any mine worker born in Cornwall or Devon (originally intended as West Devon only but the 
definition of what constituted West Devon does not fully accord with the modern district, and 
it was decided that as the vast majority of the Devon mine workers were from around the 
Tavistock district anyway it would save much time to simply record those born anywhere in 
Devon). 

Wives of Cornwall or Devon mine workers (whether or not they were engaged in any mining 
activity). 

Children of mine workers if at least one parent was born in Cornwall or Devon (whether or 
not they were born in Cornwall or Devon) and if they were already working. If not working 
then the children’s names, age and place of birth were entered in the “Notes” field for both 
parents. 
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Using the above method, 139 entries were made 1851-1881, across 20 different fields, 
recording the names of 126 individuals (where the same person appears across more than 
one Census then a separate record is created, allowing their movements to be easily tracked 
through the years within the database). For more detailed information on the mine workers at 
Caldbeck, please see the Cumberland section. 

Example Record from the CMWHS Diaspora Database Pilot for Caldbeck, Cumberland. 

The Pilot database proved very useful in establishing a reliable method for the detailed 
recording of mining migrants, and indeed a template for future industrial settlement data 
collection applicable to any area. 

However, it was quickly realised that the very large number of migrants to be captured, 
estimated to number in the tens of thousands, would present insurmountable work-time 
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difficulties if this approach were applied similarly across all of the UK target sites. This 
realisation demanded a revised approach, and it was decided to switch focus to identifying 
migrant mine management personnel specifically. This approach had the added benefit of 
the certain discovery of many mining sites hitherto unknown to have had any Cornish or 
west Devon connection, and would consequently increase the CMWHS knowledgebase 
considerably regarding the influence of Cornish Mining throughout England, Wales, Scotland 
and the Isle of Man. 

Mine Management Database 

The definition of “management” was applied fairly generously, effectively encompassing 
anyone involved in any aspect of running a mine or a related technical position within a 
mining operation - so Captains (Mine Agents), Managers, Overseers, Engineers, Stewards, 
Surveyors, Proprietors/Owners, Assayers, Refiners etc. Also included were any Cornwall or 
Devon born personnel in a management position in Copperworks, Tinworks, Leadworks etc. 

This was certainly a necessary approach as a Mine Captain was often referred to officially as 
a Mine Agent, as a Captain by most that he worked with or knew him, but he may have 
described himself as an Engineer, so the exact occupational nomenclature is often 
inconsistent. 

Research of this very specific nature was only made possible through the fairly recently 
added ability to search for “keywords” in the Census Returns, indexed, transcribed and 
linked to the original images on the family history website “The Genealogist”. The 
genealogical research websites “Ancestry” and “Find My Past” have similar features but 
neither is as comprehensive or as well implemented. 

Methodology 

Firstly, a very thorough search was made of the Census Returns 1841-1891 using 
occupational keywords (and variants). Counties returning “hits” were then manually 
searched for any individual born in Cornwall or Devon and the information extracted together 
with an image of the original source document. Due to the often idiosyncratic renderings of 
both surnames and place names by the original Census enumerators, and perhaps even 
more so by modern day indexers and transcribers, many of the entries were checked and 
verified or corrected using a variety of other sources. 

In quite a number of cases these extra sources have provided a wealth of biographical 
information on an individual and have been fully detailed in the “Notes” field of the database. 

The main sources used were: 

https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/ 
As mentioned above the Keyword search function within the Census transcripts enabled 
much of the initial data to be gathered. Some images of the original returns were saved from 
here but in many instances were downloaded from “Ancestry” or “Find My Past” where the 
scans are generally of superior quality to the slightly lower resolution images from “The 
Genealogist”. 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/&https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search/british-newspapers 
Especially useful for access to the ever-expanding British Newspaper Collection, Civil 
Registration Index, a very comprehensive collection of Devon Parish Registers, fully indexed 
and in most cases links to excellent scans of the original documents, and transcripts of 
Registers from many Welsh and English counties also with some images linked from original 



8 

sources. It is also useful for transcripts of many Cornish Parish Registers originally indexed 
by the Cornwall Family History Society, although there are no scans from the original 
documents, there are some available online (mostly not indexed) on the “Family Search” 
website https://www.familysearch.org/en/ . 

https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/ 
A very useful database for Cornish Parish Records, particularly strong on post Civil 
Registration (1837) Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, a period often overlooked by the main 
Genealogical Sites. Referred to as “CON OPC DB” in the database Notes field. 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 
Census Records, Parish Records (some with original images) and the Civil Registration 
indexes. Generally, better quality scans of Census pages than “The Genealogist”. Published 
online Family Trees can also be very useful in quickly finding images of original documents 
associated with an individual. But use with caution and verify independently as there are a 
huge number of erroneous pedigrees published on the site. 

https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/index.html 
The National Library of Scotland’s online collection of 19th century large scale Ordnance 
Survey maps. This proved absolutely essential in identifying the places recorded in the 
Census Returns, often allowing the parish to be determined with certainty and in a number of 
cases the name of the mine where the individual was employed. The place of residence 
could also be verified in many cases from a sometimes a near illegible Census entry. 

https://newspapers.library.wales/home 
The National Library of Wales - Welsh Newspapers - searchable collection with over 15 
million articles. Covers a number of different titles to those found on “Find My Past”. 

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 
The Scottish Government’s online repository and the only place where images from the 
original Scottish Census Returns may be obtained. The other genealogical websites, 
although fully indexed only provide transcripts of the Scotland Census. Access is pay-per-
view and the cost to view and download just one Census page is £1.50, this clearly makes 
browsing mining areas incredibly expensive and in the context of this study prohibitive. 
However, the Civil Registration indexes are free and the purchasing and downloading of 
these records is quicker and less expensive than the English (and Cornish) and Welsh 
equivalent documents from the General Register Office, although the scans are quite poor 
and sometimes difficult to read. 

Database 

The Mine Management database is an amended version of the above Diaspora database 
used in the Pilot and follows the same procedure and rationale for information data entry. 

Each individual (every time they appear in different record sources) has been entered as a 
separate record. This obviously results in the same person appearing a number of times in 
the database, it does allow a search to be made which indicates their location(s) over a 
number of years. This has already proved very useful in uncovering previously unknown 
migration patterns between different mining areas and further analysis of the database will 
certainly reveal more.  

For the same reason it is important that the children in mining families have been recorded. 
Their places of birth often indicate previous mining locations between the 10-year cycle of 
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Census Returns. The name, age and location of a child’s birth has been noted in the Notes 
field on their parents’ record. 

If we were to only list individuals (appearing on more than one Census) on a single record it 
would make cross referencing for different locations at different years problematic and could 
also involve time consuming genealogical research to determine for certain that for example, 
a “William Thomas” born at Redruth aged 25 in the 1861 Census is the same individual 
recorded aged 36 in the 1871 Census. 

The database is therefore open-ended and suitable for ongoing expansion, so a record from 
any new source could be added at any time, without the necessity to check whether the 
individual is already on record. 

There are a total of 19 Fields as follows: 

Surname 
There are a very high number of instances where the spelling of a surname, either by the 
original Census Enumerator or the modern day “Ancestry”, “Find My Past” or “The 
Genealogist” transcriber is obviously incorrect. Where necessary this can be checked from a 
previous or later Census or from the “Cornwall Online Parish Clerk” database or the “Find 
My Past” Cornwall/Devon baptism & marriage databases. Where determined we have used 
the correct spelling (recognised surname variations aside).  

First Name(s) 
As recorded, unless there is a clear error and correct as above. 

Age 
This should be the age given in the source. Although in any 19th Century document, 
especially Census Returns this is often out by a year or two, sometimes more. Where a 
birth/baptism has been established, perhaps because the figure cannot be read or a check 
has been made to make certain of the surname or place of birth, this has been noted in the 
Notes field. 

Born 
If a birth or baptism has been checked and verified, then the correct year has been entered. 
When the only source (usually Census) has not been verified then the birth year has been 
calculated from their given age, enter this as YEAR c. (circa). E.g., 1824 c. 

Condition 
If known whether married, single or widower - M, S or W. 

Country/County of Birth 
As recorded, usually Cornwall or Devon and elsewhere in the UK, but in some cases may be 
overseas. 

Parish/Town of Birth 
The parish as it existed at the time of the record, usually an ancient parish but some were 
created in the 19th century. As with the surname field there are numerous examples where 
the original enumerator, no doubt struggling to understand a Cornish accent gets it horribly 
wrong. The same applies to recent transcribers, clearly unfamiliar with Cornish place names 
and surnames and unable to read some 19th century scripts. Correct as above. 
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Place of Birth 
If given, may be the village/hamlet or homestead within a larger parish. If this has been 
determined from another source i.e., birth or baptismal record, then the source has been 
noted. 

Occupation 
As recorded, often noted as Copper Miner, Lead Miner/Washer etc. rather than just Miner.  

Year 
In most cases the Census year, but also the year of any source from which the record is 
created e.g., information from a newspaper extract. 

Country 
Location country of the entry e.g. (in this study) England, Wales, Scotland or Isle of Man. 

County 
The original name of the County as enumerated, e.g., Cardiganshire rather than Ceredigion 
etc. It should also be noted that due to 20th century boundary changes some locations have 
“moved” county, but in all instances the 19th century county has been used, e.g., Coniston, 
Dalton-in-Furness & Barrow-in-Furness are listed under Lancashire rather than Cumbria 
where they are today. Many modern-day London parishes were “moved” from Middlesex, 
Surrey, Kent & Essex to London in the 19th & 20th centuries, so for London area records a 
search through all them is advisable as the same districts are listed under different counties 
at different times. 

Parish 
As recorded in the source. Due to large numbers of migrant workers these were sometimes 
subject to change, and new parishes were often created. So a parish in 1861 may not cover 
the same geographical area by say 1891. 

Place 
Town, village or settlement of residence and exact address if given. 

Mine 
Recorded if given, but the name of the Mine is often not noted in either Census or vital 
records. In many mining areas there were a number of mines in operation locally, and the 
mine worker would have lived within walking distance of several. A study of the 19th century 
large scale OS Maps has identified the relevant mine in a number of instances. 

Mineral 
If known, e.g., Copper, Lead, Iron, Coal etc. 

Notes 
Extra information as detailed above etc. Including sources and often references to other 
connected individuals and locations. 

Source 
The relevant Census year, any other source, e.g., Newspaper title with date, 
baptism/marriage record with date and location. 

Image Ref 
Census, baptismal, marriage register images & newspaper extracts etc. saved. These have 
been archived in separate numbered image folders. They cannot be included within each 
record in the database itself as this would make the database too large and cumbersome.  
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Chapman Codes 

In all instances, for the sake of speed and brevity, Chapman Codes have been used in the 
database (The standard 3-letter codes used in genealogy to identify the administrative 
divisions in the United Kingdom, Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands).  



12 



13 

Conclusions and Observations 

The Mine Management database contains 878 entries, recording the details of 540 individual 
mining personnel: 

419 born in Cornwall 
94 born in Devon 

27 born in other counties (with Cornish or Devon parentage). 

Of the total 878 entries there were: 

446 in Wales 
361 in England 

48 in The Isle of Man 
23 in Scotland 

Counties with the most numerous database entries: 

Cardiganshire Wales 139 
Lancashire England 73
Glamorganshire Wales 59 
Flintshire Wales 49
Denbighshire Wales 45 
Montgomeryshire Wales 41 
Cumberland England 40
London England 38
Shropshire England 34
Caernarfonshire Wales 32 

Top 15 parishes of birth of mining personnel in the database: 

Gwennap Cornwall 79
St Agnes Cornwall 68
Mary Tavy Devon 55 
Kenwyn Cornwall 52
Camborne Cornwall 40
Illogan Cornwall 33
Redruth Cornwall 32
Tavistock Devon 32
Perranuthnoe Cornwall 28
Perranzabuloe Cornwall 25
St Hilary Cornwall 22 
St Austell Cornwall 21 
Calstock Cornwall 19
Crowan Cornwall 16
Phillack Cornwall 14
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During the course of the Research Project much new information has come to light, full 
analysis is ongoing as the immediate priority was to capture and record as much raw data as 
possible. An updated CMWHS UK Mining map showing the locations of the many newly 
discovered associated mining sites is planned, and it is hoped that the full Mine 
Management database will be available for study and further research online. 

It should be emphasised that the overall numbers in the database are a very small 
proportion of the total number of the Cornish and west Devon migrant workforce. By 
focussing on management and engineering personnel, it has given us a comprehensive 
overview of the influence of Cornish expertise in the metal mines of Britain and the Isle of 
Man, and provided many new locations for potential further study.  

The total UK figure from the mining diaspora, including miners and surface workers etc, 
would certainly number in the tens of thousands. It is also worth noting that not 
unexpectedly, given the huge difference in mining, processing and comparative experience, 
Cornish management in collieries is minimal. However, during the mining (and agricultural) 
economic slump in Cornwall from the mid-1860s, it should not be forgotten that many 
thousands left Cornwall & Devon to work in the coal mines of South Wales, Derbyshire, 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Northumberland and County Durham (The Durham section below has 
a list of surnames of Cornish miners working in County Durham coal mines in 1881). 

There are certainly aspects of the Cornish Mining UK diaspora deserving of further research, 
which this study will hopefully help inform. Perhaps looking at the integration of a migrant 
workforce into a local community. In a number of districts there were reports of conflict and 
occasional riot (thankfully usually short-lived) between the Cornish migrants (who often 
arrived en masse) and the resident population, who no doubt feared for their livelihoods.  

Unless there were alternative industries in the locality when the mines closed, then for 
economic reasons the vast majority of the migrants naturally moved on. This is clearly 
illustrated in many examples from the database, where the movements of a family can be 
traced both thorough multiple record entries and by analysing the birth dates and birthplaces 
of children (from the Notes field). 

The majority of the huge number of Cornish miners in the lead mining districts of mid and 
north Wales left the area, many destined for the South Wales collieries. A fact mentioned by 
Captain and Mining Engineer Sampson Trevethan in a letter to the “Mining World” in 
September 1889 and subsequently picked up by the Welsh press, where he laments the loss 
of both mining and miners in Cardiganshire. It is interesting to note that Trevethan was by 
this time a Welsh speaker as indeed were a number of Cornish Captains who stayed on in 
Wales after the demise of many of the metal mines. 

There are without doubt many untold stories from the diaspora of the lives of many of these 
extraordinary families, waiting to be discovered. The necessary time constraints in the 
creation of the database have meant that only a very cursory look at a few Victorian 
newspapers has been possible. However, some very interesting articles on a number of 
characters featured in the database have been unearthed, a few of which will be detailed 
under the appropriate county below. 
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Alphabetical List of Mines 

PARISH  MINE 

WLS  CGN  Llanwnws ‐ Gwnnws Upper  Abbey Consols aka Florida or Bronberllan Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Upper  Abernant Mine 

ENG  CHS  Nether Alderley  Alderley Edge Mines 

ENG  YKS  Appletreewick  Appletreewick Lead Mines 

IOM  Rushen  Ballacorkish Mine 

IOM  Maughold  Ballajora Mine? 

WLS  DEN  Llanarmon‐yn‐Ial  Belgrave Lead Mine 

SCT  KKD  Minnigaff  Blackcraig Lead Mines 

ENG  SAL  Wentnor  Bog Mine 

ENG  SOM  Old Cleeve  Brendon Hills Mines 

WLS  CAE  Dolbenmaen  Bron y Gadair Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Bronfloyd Mine 

WLS  FLN  Halkyn  Bryngwiog Lead Mine 

WLS  MGY  Llanidloes  Bryntail Mine 

ENG  SAL  Wollaston  Bulthy Mine? 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Bwlch Consols Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Bwlchgwyn Mine? 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel Genau'r Glyn  Cambrian Mine aka Esgair Hir Mine 

WLS  CGN  Caron uwch Clawdd  Caron Mine 

WLS  MER  Llanelltyd  Cefn Coch Gold Mine? 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Ceunant Lead Mine 

SCT  KKD  Kirkmabreck  Champion Silver Lead & Copper Mines (nr Pibble Mine) 

WLS  MER  Llanaber  Clogau St David's Gold Mine 

WLS  CAE  Betws‐y‐Coed  Coed Mawr Pool Mine 

ENG  LAN  Coniston  Coniston Mines 

ENG  YKS  Cononley  Cononley Lead Mine 

WLS  MER  Llanymawddwy  Cowarch Lead Mine 

SCT  KKD  Kirkmabreck  Creetown Mines 

SCT  KKD  Kirkmabreck  Creetown Mines, Pibble Mine 

WLS  MGY  Llangurig  Cwm Ricket Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Cwmbrwyno Mine 

WLS  MER  Llanfachreth  Cwmheisian Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Cwmsymlog Mine? 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Upper  Cwmystwyth Mines 

ENG  DUR  Hunstanworth  Derwent Lead Mines 

ENG  DUR  Stanhope  Derwent Lead Mines 

WLS  MGY  Penegoes  Dyfngwm Lead Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  East Daren Mine 

ENG  SAL  Worthen  East Roman Gravels Mine 
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ENG  STS  Wetton  Ecton Mines 

ENG  STS  Butterton  Ecton Mines? 

IOM  Marown  Foxdale Mines 

IOM  Patrick  Foxdale Mines 

WLS  FLN  Mold ‐ Gwernaffield  Fron Fownog Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Upper  Frongoch Mine 

WLS  GLA  Llantrisant  Gelynog Colliery 

WLS  CAE  Dolbenmaen  Gilfach Copper Mine 

WLS  MER  Gwyddelwern  Glan Clwyd Lead Works 

WLS  MER  Llanfachreth  Glasdir Copper Mine 

IOM  Lonan  Glen Roy Lead Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Goginan Mines 

ENG  SAL  Worthen  Gravels Mine 

ENG  SAL  Shelve  Gravels Mine? 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Great Daren Silver Mine 

WLS  FLN  Holywell  Great Holway Mine 

ENG  WES  Patterdale Below How  Greenside Mine 

WLS  MER  Trawsfynydd  Gwynfynydd Mine aka Mount Morgan Gold Mine 

WLS  FLN  Halkyn  Halkyn Mines 

WLS  FLN  Halkyn  Halkyn Mines, Union Mine 

WLS  MGY  Hirnant  Hirnant Lead Mines 

ENG  CUL  Millom  Hodbarrow Mines 

WLS  FLN  Holywell  Holway, West Billings, Hakin & Pantypydew Mines 

SCT  ARL  Islay, Kilmeny  Islay Lead Mines 

IOM  Lonan  Laxey Mines 

ENG  LAN  Dalton‐in‐Furness  Lindal Moor Iron Mines 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Upper  Lisburne Mines 

WLS  CGN  Ysbyty Ystwyth  Lisburne Mines 

WLS  PEM  Clydey  Llanfyrnach Mine 

WLS  MGY  Llangynog  Llangynog Lead Mines 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel Lledrod Upper  Llwynmalis ‐ Llwyn Malus Mine 

WLS  CGN  Ysbyty Cynfyn  Llywernog or Clara Mines 

SCT  MOR  Drainie  Lossiemouth Mine aka Stotfield 

SCT  DFS  Westerkirk  Louisa Mine, Glenshanna aka Glendinning Mine, Jamestown 

WLS  DEN  Llanferres  Maes‐y‐safn Mine 

ENG  DBY  Sheldon  Magpie Mine 

ENG  SOM  Blagdon  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  Cheddar  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  Chewton Mendip  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  East Harptree  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  Shipham  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  Ubley  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  Wells St Cuthbert Out  Mendip Mines 

ENG  SOM  Wookey ‐ Priddy  Mendip Mines 
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WLS  FLN  Holywell  Merrllyn, Garreg, Orsedd, Penygelli & Michell Mines 

ENG  DBY  Stanton  Millclose Mine? 

WLS  DEN  Bersham  Minera Mines 

WLS  DEN  Esclusham Above  Minera Mines 

WLS  DEN  Minera  Minera Mines 

WLS  AGY  Amlwch  Mona & Parys Mines 

WLS  AGY  Amlwch  Mona Mine 

ENG  CHS  Mottram St Andrew  Mottram St Andrew Mine 

WLS  GLA  Llantrisant  Mwyndy Iron Ore Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel Genau'r Glyn  Mynydd Gorddu Mine 

ENG  CUL  Eskdale  Nab Gill Mines 

WLS  CGN  Ysbyty Cynfyn  Nant Nod Mine? 

WLS  DEN  Llanarmon‐yn‐Ial  Nant or Westminster Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Nanteos Mine 

WLS  MGY  Llangurig  Nanty 

WLS  MGY  Llangurig  Nanty? 

WLS  CMN  Llanfair‐ar‐y‐bryn  Nantymwyn Lead Mine 

WLS  MER  Trawsfynydd  New Morgan Gold Mine 

ENG  STS  Warslow  New York Mine 

ENG  YKS  Skelton  North Skelton Mine? 

WLS  DEN  Esclusham Above  Park Lead Mines ‐ South Minera 

WLS  AGY  Amlwch  Parys Mine 

WLS  FLN  Holywell  Pen y ball Mine? 

WLS  FLN  Tremeirchion  Pennant Lead Mine 

WLS  CAE  Llanengan  Penrhyn Du Mines 

WLS  CAE  Llanengan  Penrhyn Du Mines ‐ Assheton Mine 

WLS  CAE  Llanengan  Penrhyn Du Mines ‐ Porth Neigwl Mine 

WLS  CAE  Llanengan  Penrhyn Du Mines ‐ Tan‐y‐Bwlch Mine 

SCT  KKD  Kirkmabreck  Pibble Mine 

WLS  CGN  Llanbadarn Fawr  Plynlimon Mine? 

WLS  CGN  Ysbyty Cynfyn  Plynlimon Mine? 

ENG  SAL  Pontesbury  Pontesford Lead Works 

WLS  CGN  Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Lower  Red Rock Mine 

ENG  SAL  Shelve  Roman Gravels Lead Mine 

ENG  SAL  Minsterley  Snailbeach Mine 

ENG  LAN  Barrow‐in‐Furness  Stank Mine 

ENG  DBY  Ashover  Stone Edge Lead Works 

ENG  NBL  Newbrough  Stonecroft Mine 

SCT  ARL  Ardnamurchan  Strontian Mines 

WLS  FLN  Meliden  Talargoch Mine? 

ENG  SAL  Worthen  Tankerville Mine 

ENG  CUL  Alston  Teeside Lead Mine 

SCT  PER  Kenmore  Tomnadashan Mine 

WLS  MGY  Llanidloes  Van Mines 
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WLS  RAD  St Harmon  West Fedw Lead Mine 

ENG  GLS  East Dean  Westbury Brook Iron Mine aka Edgehills 

ENG  SAL  Ratlinghope  Westcott Mine 

ENG  SAL  Shelve  White Grit Mine 

ENG  LAN  Dalton‐in‐Furness  Whitriggs Iron Mines? 

SCT  KKD  Carsphairn  Woodhead Lead Mine 

ENG  CUL  Egremont  Wyndham Mines 

ENG  YKS  Grassington  Yarnbury Lead Mine 

ENG  YKS  Rimington  York & Lancaster Mines 

WLS  CGN  Ysbyty Ystwyth  Ysbyty Mines 
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Selected fields from the database with listings from each county, indexed by parish. Please 
note that the full record holds much more detail - examples of the full “Form View” have been 
included. 

ENGLAND 

Cheshire 
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After leaving the Alderley Edge Mine, Stephen Osborne & family emigrated to Australia and 
he became one of the most highly regarded Mining Captains in the country. 
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Cornish and Devon mining families at Alderley Edge & Mottram St Andrew on the 1861 
Census - from the CMWHS 2018 Diaspora research 

Cornish and Devon Miners at Alderley Edge, Cheshire on the 1861 Census 

Address Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Where Born 

Smithy? Henry Phillips Head Mar 27 Copper Miner Devon - Mary Tavy 
Lane Jane Phillips Wife Mar 29 Devon- Tavistock 

William Henry Phillips Son 5 Cornwall - Calstock 
Francis G Phillips   " 3 Devon - Tavistock 
Alfred T Phillips   " 1 Cornwall - Calstock 

Chapel John Richards Head Mar 23 Copper Miner Cornwall - St Erth 
Street Susan A Richards Wife Mar 23 Cornwall - Calstock 

Mary Jane Richards Dau 5m Cheshire - Chorley 
Soloman Richards Lodger Mar 54 Copper Miner Cornwall - St Erth 
William Richards     " Unm 18 Copper Miner Cornwall - St Erth 
William Bate     " Mar 27 Copper Miner Cornwall - Calstock 
Ann Doidge Bate     " Mar 26 Cornwall - Lostwithiel 
Emma Bate     " 2 Cornwall - Calstock 
Jessie Ann Bate     " 7m  Cornwall - Calstock 

West William Chynoweth Head Mar 21 Copper Miner Devon - Tavistock 
Street Elizabeth Chynoweth Wife Mar 26 Cornwall - Gunnislake, Calstock 

Richard Chynoweth Son 1? Cornwall - Gunnislake, Calstock 

West John Chynoweth Head Mar 23 Copper Miner Devon - Tavistock 
Street Ann Chynoweth Wife Mar 26? Cornwall - Calstock 

Elizabeth Chynoweth Dau 4 Cornwall - Calstock 
Albert Bennett Chynoweth Son 1 Cornwall - Calstock 

Brown? Samuel Lang Head Mar 30 Copper Miner Devon - Okehampton 
Street Harriet Lang Wife Mar 29 Devon - Exeter 

William Lang Son 2 Cornwall - Calstock 
Samuel Lang Son 1 Cornwall - Calstock 
Harriet Lang Dau  1m Cheshire - Chorley 

Brown? John Martin Head Mar 30 Carpenter Devon - Plympton St Mary 
Street Phoebe Martin Wife Mar 28 Cornwall - Calstock 

John Martin Son 9 Cornwall - Calstock 
Elizabeth Martin Dau 5 Cornwall - Calstock 
William Martin Son 3 Cornwall - Calstock 
Sarah Martin Dau 7m Cheshire - Chorley 
Henry Hatch Boarder Unm 23 Carpenter Devon - Plymouth 
Thomas Warne Boarder Unm 22 Copper Miner Devon - Mary Tavy 



22 

Cornish and Devon Miners at Mottram St Andrew, Cheshire on the 1861 Census 

Address Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Where Born 

Mottram 
Common 

Lodging with Ag. Labourer 
Thomas Baskervile & wife 
Ellen 

John Jenkin Lodger Unm 23 Copper & Lead Miner Cornwall - Crantock 
Robert Jackson Lodger Unm 21 Copper & Lead Miner Devon - Mary Tavy 

Kirkley 
Ditch 

Lodging with Wheelwright 
John Jennings & Family 

John Wenmouth Lodger Mar 36 Copper & Lead Miner Cornwall - Callington 
John Andrew Lodger Mar 43 Copper & Lead Miner Cornwall - Stithians 
John Pascoe Head Mar 55 Mining Agent Cornwall - Crowan
Mary Pascoe Wife Mar 54 Devon - Mary Tavy 

Mottram 
Common 

Lodging with Copper & 
Lead Miner William 
Swindells & Family 

George Leamon Lodger Mar 28 Copper & Lead Miner Devon - Throwleigh 
Samson Tremain Lodger Mar 27 Copper & Lead Miner Cornwall - Calstock 

Mottram 
Common 

Lodging with Ag. Labourer 
James Rathbone & Family 

Charles Bennett Lodger Mar 24 Copper & Lead Miner Cornwall - Landrake 
Henry Harvey Lodger Mar 23 Copper & Lead Miner Devon - Buckfastleigh 
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Cumberland 

Image: http://thiswascumbria.uk/about-and-contact/
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CMWHS Diaspora Database Pilot for Caldbeck, Cumberland (selected fields) 
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Cornish born people in the Cumbrian Iron Mining District in 1881- from the 
World Heritage Site 2018 Diaspora research 

Cornish born people living in the Iron Mining Districts of Lancashire and Cumberland 
(now Cumbria) on the 1881 Census 

Extracted data from the 1881 Census detailing the numbers of Cornish born people living in 
the Iron Mining Districts of Lancashire and Cumberland (now all Cumbria). 

These include everyone of Cornish birth, men, women and children. Of course, not every 
working person was employed in an industry connected with iron production, but the vast 
majority were. 

Various adjoining parishes have been checked and the numbers outside the selected areas 
are minimal. 
Obviously, there is a small margin of error, due to poor transcription and a lack of geographic 
knowledge by both the original enumerators and modern-day transcribers. 

But having scanned through them, I think that rogue entries make up less than one percent. 

Parish County  Born in Cornwall 

Dalton-in-Furness  Lancashire 863 
Barrow-in Furness  Lancashire 768 
Ulverston Lancashire 159 
Millom Cumberland 811 
Egremont Cumberland 331 
Cleator Cumberland 264 
Arlecdon Cumberland 261 
Lamplugh Cumberland   57 

  Total for the area 3,514 

So, it's certainly safe to say that there were over 3,500 Cornish born people living in the Iron 
Mining Districts of Cumbria in 1881. 

See map below for relative locations. 
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Derbyshire 
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Dorset 

Durham 
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Source: http://www.hunstanworthhistory.org.uk/work/cornish.php 
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Details of the “Cornies” Sentence - Northumberland Epiphany Sessions at Moot Hall, 
Hexham, 2 January 1867. 
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There is a large number of people of Cornish descent in the area today, especially around 
Newcastle and Sunderland, most of them descendants of miners who went to work in the 
collieries of Northumberland and Durham from the mid-1860s. 

List of surnames of Cornish born miners working in County Durham Collieries in 1881 from 
the CMWHS 2018 Diaspora research. 

Abbot, Abram(s), Abraham, Adams, Allen, Allsop, Amey, Annear, Andrew, Archer, Arthur, 
Ash, Aunger, Avery, Bashton, Bant, Barkel, Barnett, Barratt, Barrett, Bartle, Bartlett, Basher, 
Bassett, Bastian, Bate, Batten, Bawden, Beer, Bennett(s), Benney, Berryman, Beswetherick, 
Bickle, Bishop, Blackwell, Bohenna, Bolt, Borlace, Bosanko, Boundy, Bowden, Bray, Brewer, 
Broad, Brown, Bryant, Buckingham, Buckler, Bullen,Bunney, Bunt, Burden, Burns, Burrows, 
Callaway, Carhart, Carlisle, Carlyon, Carter, Carthew, Castle, Chapman, Chappell, 
Chegwidden, Chegwin, Chellay, Christopher, Chynoweth, Clark, Clogg, Clymo, Coad, 
Cocking, Cock(s), Cole, Collacott, Collins, Colwill, Combe, Cook, Coombe, Cornish, Couch, 
Crabb, Crago, Craze, Crebo, Crebor, Crocker, Crossman, Cruise, Crowl, Cudlip, Curnow, 
Curry, Curtis, Davey, Davy, Dawe, Delbridge, Doney, Dower, Down, Driskell, Duff, Dunn, 
Eade, Earle, Eathorne, Eddy, Ede, Edwards, Endean, Escott, Eslick, Faull, Finnemore, 
Firstbrook, Floyd, Ford, Fuge, Geach, George, Gerry, Gilbert, Gill, Glanville, Goyne, 
Goldsworthy, Govett, Greet, Gray, Grenfell, Gregor, Gregory, Grose, Gumb, Heal, Hall, 
Hamley, Hampton, Hancock, Harper, Harris, Hart, Harvey, Hattam, Hawke, Hawken, 
Haydon, Hellings, Hender, Henwood, Herring, Hicks, Hill, Hoar(e), Hobbs, Hockin(g), Hodge, 
Hollow, Holman, Hooper, Hore, Hoskin(s), Hughs, Husband, Ivey, Jago, James, Jane, 
Jeffrey, Jenkin(s), Jennings, Job, John(s), Joll, Jones, Jose, Kelly, Kernick, Keskeys, 
Kevern, King, Kirby, Kitto, Knight, Knuckey, Lake, Lander, Lang, Lark, Lathlean, Lawrence, 
Lemin, Lewis, Liddicoat, Lightfoot, Littlejohns, Littleton, Lowry, Lucas, Luke(s), Lyne, Main, 
Mallett, Manley, Manuel, Martin, Masters, Matthews, May, Menear, Merifield, Merritt, Milford, 
Mills, Minnear, Miners, Mitchell, Morcombe, Moyle, Musselwhite, Mutton, Nancarrow, 
Nancollas, Neal(e), Nekervis, Netherton, Newcombe, Nicholls, Northcott, Northey, Nottle, 
Odgers, Olds, Oliver, Orchard, Ould, Palmer, Parnell, Pascoe, Paul, Peardon, Pearn, Pedlar, 
Pellew, Penaluna, Penberthy, Penhallurick, Penhale, Penna, Penney, Penrose, Phillips, 
Pearce, Piper, Poad, Pollard, Pomeroy, Pook, Pooley, Pope, Powell, Prater, Prideaux, 
Prime, Prinn, Pryor, Puckey, Pyne, Raymond, Read, Reed, Reid, Renfree, Repper, 
Retallack, Reynolds, Richards, Rickard, Rippen, Roach, Roberts, Rodda, Rogers, Rosekelly, 
Rosemergey, Rosewarne, Roskelly, Rouse, Rowe, Rule, Rundle, Sambells, Sampson, 
Sanders, Sandy, Sara, Sargent, Searle, Seccombe, Semmons, Sennett, Seymour, 
Sharman, Sheer, Simmons, Sisley, Skews, Skinner, Sleep, Sleeman, Sloggett, Smale, 
Smith, Smitheram, Snell, Soady, Soper, Sowden, Spargo, Spear, Spry, Spurr, Squire(s), 
Stanlick, Stanton, Staple, Stark, Stiles, Stephens, Stevens, Stone, Stoneman, Story, 
Stribley, Strong, Symons, Tapson, Taskis, Taylor, Tellum, Tenby, Terrell, Thomas, 
Thompson, Tiller, Tilley, Tippett, Tonkin, Trebilcock, Trefry, Tregaskis, Tregilgas, Tregloan, 
Tregoning, Trelease, Treleaven, Tremaine, Trembath, Tremelling, Trenberth, Trenery, 
Trevethan, Trewick (Treweek), Truscott, Tucker, Turner, Uren, Varcoe, Venner, Verren, 
Vincent, Vine, Voysey, Wadge, Wallace, Wallis, Walters, Ward, Warne, Warren, Warrick, 
Wasley, Weaver, Webb, Wells, Welsh, Westlake, Wherry, White, Wilcock, Wilcox, Williams, 
Wills, Winn, Woolcock, Wren, Yole, Youren. 
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Essex 

Gloucestershire 
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Herefordshire 

Kent 
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Lancashire 
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John Barratt - Captain of Coniston Mine 
Image source - http://www.catmhs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/NEWSLETTER-061-

September-2000.pdf 
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Coniston Copper Mine c.1860 from one half of a stereo pair - Stephen Colwill Collection 
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Stank Mine 1879 - from a Photograph Album presented to Richard Hosking, Mine Manager 
on his retirement. Source - Cumbria Archive Centre, Barrow-in-Furness. 
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Leicestershire 

London 
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Middlesex 
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Northumberland 
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Northamptonshire 

Shropshire 
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Snailbeach Mine 1885 - photographed by John Thomas 1838-1905 OWNER: NLW 

PUBLISHER REFERENCE: (WlAbNL) 003361560  

Somerset 
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Photo: https://www.westsomersetmineralrailway.org.uk/mining-iron-ore-brendon-hills.php 
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Staffordshire 

Surrey 
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Sussex 

Warwickshire 

Westmorland 
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Greenside Mine, Patterdale, Westmorland 
https://www.ullswatermemorial.co.uk/greenside-mine.html 

Reproduced from the excellent book Greenside A Tale of Lakeland Miners by Ian Tyler. The 
photo shows Greenside miners in the 1880s. 

Yorkshire 
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Photo source: https://www.rimington.org.uk/index.php/rimington-s-heritage/industrial-
archaeology/lead-and-silver-mines 
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A survey was also carried out on Cornish born Iron Stone Miners in the Cleveland district of 
North East Yorkshire, a known destination for Cornish mining migrants. 

Parishes with Cornish born residents in the Cleveland Iron Mining District, NE 
Yorkshire 

Parish 1861 1871 1881 1891

Brotton 1 158 487 168
Eston 10 226 118 96

 Guisborough 12 25 0 40
Kilton 0 0 31 75

 Kirkleatham 3 9 17 0 
Liverton 0 0 22 5

Lofthouse
(Loftus) 

2 0 133 0

Marske 0 37 80 32
Normanby 8 80 102 25
Ormesby 15 8 3 5
Redcar 2 2 4 5

 Skinningrove 0 58 148 0
Stanghow 0 0 14 2

 Upleatham 0 0 1 0
Wilton 1 0 2 7

Totals 54 603 1,162 460

These totals should only be regarded as a rough guide, the actual numbers are likely to be 
less, although it is possible (because of parish boundaries changing and renaming) that an 
area or two has been missed. A few individuals will have been counted twice, where 
parishes were once smaller settlements and due to the influx of huge numbers of migrant 
workers, new parishes were created, e.g., Normanby and Eston – Eston was the 
Ecclesiastical Parish and Normanby a later Civil Parish. So, a search of the Census for 
either of the above can bring up identical entries for both parishes. There are also examples 
of the search engine finding “Cornwall” born people, when the person was born in St. Ives, 
Cambridgeshire or Mount, xshire, although these are few. Of course, not all of the Cornish 
born population were involved in Iron production (the vast majority were), the 1861 Census 
especially so, there are a number of Coastguards with their families as well as other trades, 
relatively few were Iron Miners. 

The only way of finding a true number would be to record the names for a given Census 
throughout the district. 

There were over 80 Iron Mines in the area, so finding the name of a mine where an 
individual worked (much like in Cornwall) is difficult. Although of course, a study of the first 
edition OS Map together with the miner’s address would likely yield some useful clues. 
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SCOTLAND 

Argyllshire 
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Dumfriesshire 

Kirkcudbrightshire 
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Morayshire 

Perthshire 
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Wigtownshire 
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WALES 

Anglesey 
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Caernarfonshire 
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Cardiganshire 
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61 



62 
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     Photo source: https://www.peoplescollection.wales/CREATOR: Cofnodion Cwmystwyth 
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Carmarthenshire 
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Denbighshire 
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City Shaft, Minera Lead Mines 1905 - Photo: Clwyd Record Office 
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Flintshire 
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Glamorganshire 
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Merionethshire 
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Clogau St David’s Gold Mine - from a magic lantern slide - Stephen Colwill Collection 
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Montgomeryshire 
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Pembrokeshire 
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Radnorshire 
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ISLE OF MAN 
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Miners at the Foxdale Mines, Isle of Man, 1899. 

On the left is Mines Captain J. Lean and the large man beside him is Mr John Nicholls an 
engineer who later took over the Onchan Laundry from Mr Thomason and turned it into the 
Onchan Steam Laundry. On the right is Captain W. H. Kitto (the man with the watch chain) 
and beside him Captain T. Callister. 

Collection: Photographic Archive ID number: PGN 04348 

https://www.imuseum.im/search 
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Portrait of Captain Richard Rowe c.1870 by Warren 
https://www.imuseum.im/search - Collection: Art Collection 

The Lead Washing Floors at Laxey Mine 1860s -  
from one half of a stereoscopic pair - Stephen Colwill Collection 




